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(i) The storage medium shall contain 
the exact duplicate of the original doc-
ument. 

(ii) All documents stored on the stor-
age medium shall be maintained with a 
detailed index containing the gaming 
operation department and date. This 
index shall be available upon request 
by the Commission. 

(iii) Upon request and adequate no-
tice by the Commission, hardware (ter-
minal, printer, etc.) shall be made 
available in order to perform auditing 
procedures. 

(iv) Controls shall exist to ensure the 
accurate reproduction of records up to 
and including the printing of stored 
documents used for auditing purposes. 

(v) The storage medium shall be re-
tained for a minimum of five years. 

(vi) Original documents must be re-
tained until the books and records have 
been audited by an independent cer-
tified public accountant. 

(2) [Reserved]

§ 542.17 What are the minimum inter-
nal control standards for com-
plimentary services or items? 

(a) Each Tribal gaming regulatory 
authority or gaming operation shall es-
tablish and the gaming operation shall 
comply with procedures for the author-
ization, issuance, and tracking of com-
plimentary services and items, includ-
ing cash and non-cash gifts. Such pro-
cedures must be approved by the Tribal 
gaming regulatory authority and shall 
include, but shall not be limited to, the 
procedures by which the gaming oper-
ation delegates to its employees the 
authority to approve the issuance of 
complimentary services and items, and 
the procedures by which conditions or 
limits, if any, which may apply to such 
authority are established and modified 
(including limits based on relation-
ships between the authorizer and re-
cipient), and shall further include ef-
fective provisions for audit purposes. 

(b) At least monthly, accounting, in-
formation technology, or audit per-
sonnel that cannot grant or receive 
complimentary privileges shall prepare 
reports that include the following in-
formation: 

(1) Name of customer who received 
the complimentary service or item; 

(2) Name(s) of authorized issuer of 
the complimentary service or item; 

(3) The actual cash value of the com-
plimentary service or item; 

(4) The type of complimentary serv-
ice or item (i.e., food, beverage, etc.); 
and 

(5) Date the complimentary service 
or item was issued. 

(c) The report required by paragraph 
(b) of this section shall not be required 
to include complimentary services or 
items below a reasonable amount to be 
established by the Tribal gaming regu-
latory authority, or the gaming oper-
ation as approved by the Tribal gaming 
regulatory authority. 

(d) The internal audit or accounting 
departments shall review the reports 
required in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion at least monthly. These reports 
shall be made available to the Tribe, 
Tribal gaming regulatory authority, 
audit committee, other entity des-
ignated by the Tribe, and the Commis-
sion upon request.

§ 542.18 How does a gaming operation 
apply for a variance from the stand-
ards of this part? 

(a) Tribal gaming regulatory authority 
approval. (1) A Tribal gaming regu-
latory authority may approve a vari-
ance for a gaming operation if it has 
determined that the variance will 
achieve a level of control sufficient to 
accomplish the purpose of the standard 
it is to replace. 

(2) For each enumerated standard for 
which the Tribal gaming regulatory 
authority approves a variance, it shall 
submit to the Commission, within thir-
ty (30) days, a detailed report, which 
shall include the following: 

(i) A detailed description of the vari-
ance; 

(ii) An explanation of how the vari-
ance achieves a level of control suffi-
cient to accomplish the purpose of the 
standard it is to replace; and 

(iii) Evidence that the Tribal gaming 
regulatory authority has approved the 
variance. 

(3) In the event that the Tribal gam-
ing regulatory authority or the Tribe 
chooses to submit a variance request 
directly to the Commission, it may do 
so without the approval requirement 
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